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Irate at Leaks^ Reagan Orders Curbs 


Art T I CIS afpsared 
ON TAGE_Sl 


By David Hoffman 

Waahintton l>Det Staff Wrtler 

President Reagan, saying that “I’ve had it up to my 
keister” with leaks to the press, yesterday direct^ White 
House officials to tighten control over contacts with re- 
porters. Chief of staff James A. Baker III issued new 
“guidelines” requiring prior approval by the White House 
communications department of all interviews. 

Communications director David R. Gergen said Rea- 
gan was particularly disturbed by leaks about White 
House deliberations over the shape of his fiscal 1984 
budget and other recent articles in The Washington Post 
jand The New York Times. 

“The president does not appreciate having people ^ 
are what I call the free-lance artists who come out of a 
private meeting with him and expose the contents of a 
private meeting,” Gergen said. “Before he and his advis- 
ers even have a chance to reflect on what’s going on, -they 
see it in the paper the next day.” 

Similar attempts to control media contacts and 8tq>' 
unauthorized leaks have been made by previous admin- 
istrations in times of difficulty, only to be ignored or 
later rescinded. 

The president has complained to his aides aboqt 
“leaks” in the past when things have not gone his way. 
Having once described Washington as “one giant ear,” 
Reagan has been concerned from the beginning of his 
administration about keeping his plans secret. 

News reports based on leaks that i 
portray the president as re^nding I 
to orchestrated efforts at persuasion 
by his staff and congressional leaders 
a^ conflict with the public image 
his mdes seek to project of the pres- 
ident making decisions on his own. 

The new rules require Gergen or 
his office to clear all press interviews 
in advance or “designate” a White 
House official to handle queries on a 
given subject &om reporters. “I 
would not call it a gag order,” Ger- 
gen insisted. “We are going to try : 
and serve you to insure that we get a $ 
full and free flow of information." ' 

But he added that “I must tell 
you I think it’s appalling when some- 
one walks out of a private meeting 
with the president, like a budget 
meeting, and makes comments, some 


of which are misleading, to the press 
. . . . ” Asked for examples, Gergen 
cited stories in The New York Times 
and The Washin^n Post about the 
budget deliberations. He also men- 
tioned a report in The Post last 
week after the president’s news con- 
ference, in which White House i 
sources were quot^ as saying the I 
president viewed Soviet leader Yuri ' 
V. Andropov’s latest summit over^ 
ture as a public relations exercise. 

“The president . . . has been ir- 
ritated on more than one occasion,” 
said Gergen about the leaks. “They 
do cause problems.” , 

He then quoted Reagan as sa)dng 
in a meeting yesterday, “I’ve had it' 
up tc» my keister with these leaks.” . 

Jack C.- Landau, executive direc- 
tor of the Reporters Committee for 
Freedom of the Press, reacted yes- 
terday with a statement; 

“We think that the hew press 
rules announced by the White House 
today indicate that the Reagan ad- 
ministration b flying off again on 
one of its news censorship binges. 
Today’s gag order rules on White 
House officials are reminiscent of ill- 
fated efforts last year to impose a 
White House-controlled news black- 
out on all interviews with the ‘na- 
tional media’ on foreign affairs and 
national security news .... The 
January, 1982, White House gag 
order was subsequently rescinded 
and we hope this latest gag order 
win meet the same fate. 

v“The preadent must understand 
that in a ffee society government of- 
ficials in charge of policy have the 
right and the obligation to inform 
the public via the press. If Mr. Rea- 
gan wants all government informa- 
tion to follow tlu White House press 
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